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days. As from Dulan-kno to south Ts'aidam we had to
follow the same road we decided to travel together. I was .
the more ready to do this as it would give me opportuni-
ties of finding out whether he had any orders concerning
ine, and by cultivating his friendship get him perhaps to
use his very considerable influence with the Mongols and
Tibetans to my benefit. Some presents I sent him and his
men soon after our first interview promptly gained me his
good-will, and I was able in the course of the following
fortnight to so ingratiate myself with Mm that he eventu-
ally rendered me two very important services, in fact, had
he not acted as he did, it is doubtful whether I would have
been able to traverse eastern Tibet.
The four days I remained at Dulan-kuo did not do iny
camels much good. The grazing around the village was
very poor, and there were such flocks of r&agpies
tormenting the poor beasts that they did not have a
moment's peace. I had to wrap them in felt sheets and
hire a boy to protect them from the attacks of these pests,
yet with all our care they fared but badly and I was
obliged to get three extra ones to carry the greater part
of the loads as far as Baron Ts'aidam, where I hoped to
get rid of these troublesome beasts. I also hired two men
to accompany me to the latter place, one the steward of
the prince, the other a Mongolized Chinaman,1 both of
them clever and well-informed men who gave me much
valuable assistance and information.
On Apidl 8th we left the hospitable little village, the
caravan now quite imposing, some twenty men and twenty
1It is no uncommon thing iu the    <lo,  save  that  they do not marry.
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